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through the mountains. Had they had to face an enemy
of any enterprise, they would have been like sheep before
the butcher.
At this moment news came from the mountaineers of
Tyari and Tkhuma which, though different enough in char-
acter from that current among the plainsmen, was at least
equally fatal as far as the success of the expedition was
concerned. These clansmen formed the left, or western,
of the two columns of advance, and when the defeated
Zibari Kurds retired in the westerly direction, they had
pursued them till they had lost totich with their Urmi
companions. Now they were in their own mountains, free
from all control, and well armed; their faces were toward
their own homes, and also toward the homes of their
hereditary enemies.
What did they care for Urmi men and the settlement of
Persia, when balanced against such a chance of loot and
vengeance ? Off they went on the raid, seeing in every
Kurd a foe, in every village lawful prize. Nerwa and Rikan
were turned out and burned, Tyari men being quite reckless
of the fact that in all Kurdistan none had been so orderly
and so loyal to the British as the men of these two districts!
Word had gone to the Agha of Chal that he was to cut off
the retreat of the fleeing Zibaris, and he had come out,
more or less as an ally of the Assyrians, to do so. Either
from deliberate treachery, or merely from the indiscipline
natural in such a force, troops of the Tyari and Tkhuma
men got round his flank and into his villages, and Chal also
went up in flame and smoke, A glance at the map will show
that their wild career had now brought them again to the
Zab, and to the district of Berwar. Mira Reshid,* the
biggest brigand in the district, now held this land as repre-
senting British Authority (having undergone, we hope, a
change of soul like Petros Agha); and he now gathered his
forces and held the bridges over the Zab in the name of King
George, while a most naturally indignant British Political
. . * See pp. 311 et seq. Reshid had been " reconciled " the previous
a#tura;n; his formidable "Castle" at Deir Sherish being razed so
:jlj&t that (as reported by the gleeful Assyrians) " You wouldn't think
$$&& ever been there I"